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Page 43: Gilruth's gardener was a part-Aboriginal by the name of Billy Shepherd. Billy's mother had been a full-blood Larrakia of the Dungalaba [sic] clan group and Billy died in Katherine in 1943 aged in his early 70s, which accords with family tradition that Billy's father was one of the early surveyors in Palmerston, reputedly none other than the Surveyor-General himself, George Woodroffe Goyder...12 

Pages 43-44: Goyder arrived in Port Darwin on 5 February 1869 and, his role fulfilled, departed on 28 September, unaware that he may have left a Dungalaba Larrakia in child...[and] a number of part-Aboriginal citizens – the descendants of Billy Shepherd, one of Darwin's first part-Aboriginals.

Page 45: Billy often acted as a guide for the Administrator, but he could only take him a certain distance into the hinterland before he would have to halt, having reached the limit of the Larrakia tribal area. On another such trip inland by car, the vehicle broke down and the party had only limited supplies of food and water. Billy walked and ran some considerable distance back to Darwin to obtain help, thereby saving the life of the Administrator.19 In appreciation of his gratitude, Billy was rewarded by Gilruth with a lifetime contract of employment at Government House...

During the course of his employment at Government House, Billy had a number of wives. His first wife, Ruby, had one daughter, also named Ruby, and then died giving birth to their son Robert. Robert subsequently married Maggie, a full-blooded Marathiel girl from the Daly River region with the Aboriginal name of Gurrumundum, and they produced five children, Nellie, Pauline, Bobby, Patsy and Alice, who all lived and worked at Government House, with Billy and other family members, for many years, through the terms of Urquhart, Weddell and Abbot. Billy's great-grandson from Ruby and Robert, today an Aboriginal Access and Equity Officer with Darwin City Council, recalls family tales of the children and their mother playing around the dining room table, between the legs of Dr Gilruth's guests.21 It was Maggie Shepherd who passed on the oral history that Billy Shepherd's father had been “the head man on the first ship to come to Darwin”22.

Page 46: Billy Shepherd's second wife, Ruby Arryat, had been the first part-Aboriginal child to enter Kahlin Compound and subsequently had worn a 'dog-tag' inscribed “Ruby Darwin No. 1”; because she was a half-caste, this had subsequently led to rumours that she was the illegitimate daughter of Charles Darwin!24 Ruby Arryat was a deaf mute as a result of rubella, and was known by family members as Granny Abbaba... she regularly visited Cox Peninsula by canoe. Ruby and her daughter Molly both worked as maids at Government House with the rest of the Shepherd family, living in an apartment at the southern end of the grounds.

Page 51: F C Urquhart, 2nd Administrator [17 January 1921 to 16 January 1926]. Billy Shepherd, with his son Robert and Maggie and their children, Nellie, Pauline, Patsy and Alice, all lived and worked at Government House through Mr Urquhart's term as Administrator, barefoot but in a uniform of white blouses and skirts and shorts. There came an increasing reliance on part-Aboriginal staff at Government House as the effects of the Commonwealth's Immigration Restriction Act 1901 were felt.

Page 52: Billy's second wife was Ruby Arryat and their daughter, Molly Shepherd, was born on the beach down from Government House towards Lameroo Beach, near the Larrakia's Trevally Dreaming site, on 10 August 192445. The site was a Larrakia camp and, during these depression years, their countrymen on Cox Peninsula would row canoes across the harbour to bring them food. The Administrator drew up a birth certificate for Molly before she was taken away by Government patrol officers to the Croker Island Mission where, in 1942, she took part in the evacuation march through the Northern Territory, eventually ending up in Sydney.

Molly returned to Darwin and worked as a housemaid and in the laundry at Government House for a while after World War 2, a deaf mute as a result of rubella contracted from her mother at birth.46 Billy Shepherd's grand-daughter, today an Aboriginal Liaison Officer with the Darwin community radio station 8TOP-FM, recalls as a child, being told stories of Government House by her grandmother as they sat at the Larrakia Women's Dreaming Site on the beach, where the Boral LPG gas tanks are now, Grannie Ruby pointing up the cliff towards the Residence and reciting tales of Billy Shepherd, Gilruth and Abbott.47
Page 55: R H Weddell, 3rd Administrator. Housemaid for the Weddells was a young girl named Mingkit Chong, daughter of a Larrakia mother and a Chinese father, who had been born on the Perron Islands in 1918 and had been living with her family at Charles Point. Known as 'Kitty' (later Mrs Kitty Moffitt) she commenced employment at Government House with the Weddells in 1930 at the age of twelve...The housemaids wore a blue uniform with white collar and apron58; among them were Lindy Roman (later Danks), Yula Williams and Lindy Quall, the seamstress. In later years, Lindy's young daughter Dianne (Didi) Quall played in the grounds of Government House while her mother was working59. 

Page 61: The oldest of the Government House staff was the Ceylonese gardener Don Thomas Babun, who was accepted for employment at Government House in 1938 at the age of 57, succeeding Dinah de Silva who died that year aged 70, a Darwin resident for the preceding fifty years. Babun's family was another relocated from the west coast of Ceylon fifty years earlier in an attempt to dilute the increasing number of Chinese in the Northern Territory. Following an unsuccessful marriage, Babun remarried in May 1917 at the Catholic Presbytery in Smith Street92.. 

It is recalled that [Tom Babun] was well accepted and respected by his fellow staff, particularly by the Aborigines who saw him as some sort of elder statesman; besides his dark skin, he was fluent in Larrakia94...One of Tom's sons, Bernard Baban, was a repatriated soldier in Darwin after the war, who took as his wife the daughter of Billy Shepherd and Ruby Arryat, Molly Shepherd, who was at that time a housemaid at Government House...Among the other staff was an Aboriginal houseboy Samuel. Deric Thompson recalls that Sam was always immaculate in his white laundered shirt, although he wore no shoes, and that he always managed to keep Deric's white shoes white. Deric Thompson also recalled that, “the house servants were at all times quiet, mouselike and went about their duties noiselessly”95.

Part 3 Government House 19 February 1942, page 78: The oldest of the staff at this time was the Ceylonese gardener Don Babun, aged 61, who was in effect an Elder for the younger Aboriginal and part-Aboriginal staff. Among the gardeners were Sam Kundook and his wife Silver, both full-blooded Larrakia Aborigines, and Billy Shepherd, by now a grey-haired old man, who had with him his third wife Lucy, a fully-blooded Aboriginal, both also of the local Larrakia tribe. Billy is recalled as a quiet and gentle man who largely kept to himself5. Abbott recalled that Billy was a good gardener and the fact that he got drunk from time to time was not of importance, although it is a matter of family pride that Billy did not drink – he would, however, set upon a binge of drinking on one occasion only, in about July or August, every year, thought to be the anniversary of a personal tragedy6. Abbott recounted how Billy's appearances before the magistrate came to be reported in southern newspapers:

“He was usually very quiet but during his rare drinking bouts something impelled his to be noisy, late in the night, outside the police barracks in Darwin. An exasperated constable would leap from his bed and Billy would spend the rest of the night in the police cells. In the morning the magistrate would deal with him and he would be fined a few shillings. It was amusing to see how, after one of these occurrences, he was featured as front-page news in the big daily newspapers, a headline stating that 'the Administrator's gardener had been fined for the twenty-fifth time'. He had a service of well over thirty years and to be fined for being drunk less than once a year was not a bad average for a man, black or white, in the Darwin of those days”7.

The most junior member of the staff was a young Aboriginal boy from the Marananggu tribe, Leo Goodman (known by his tribal personal name of Midwei Alinggudum), who swept the verandahs and grounds. He had been born at Umdidu in 1920 and was a ward of the Territory8. A friend of Leo's was one of Billy Shepherd's grandchildren, Patsy Shepherd9, who lived with the family at Government House up to the bombing, together with her brother Bobby and sister Nellie, and friend, Kitty. It is recalled that, after the first Japanese bombs fell, Mrs Abbott made up a picnic hamper for Granny Lucy and the young ones and had Constable 'Sandy' McNab put them on the train for Katherine.10 Patsy Shepherd was one of the last to board the train before it moved off.

Lucy, who raised Patsy and Bobby Shepherd, is recalled as looking remarkably like one of Billy's previous wives, Ruby Arryat. Kitty Moffitt clearly recalls Billy and Lucy feeding the bandicoots in the garden11, while bandicoots and goannas were a ready source of meals for the family of Government House staff.

Page 85: One member of the Administrator's staff not present at Government House that day of the raid was Sam Kundook and his wife Silver, both full-blooded Larrakia Aborigines. In his Annual Report for 1942-43, Aubrey Abbott outlines the exploits of Sam and Silver:

“I think that I should record a most extraordinary case of devotion to duty by a native, Sam Kundook, who was employed at Government House, Darwin. Sam is a native of the Larrakeyah tribe and had been employed for a number of years. It so happened that when the first fierce raid on Darwin was made by the Japanese on the 19th February, 1942, Sam was on his walkabout with his lubra, near Cape Don at the top of the Coburg Peninsula. There was no local shipping so he decided to walk back. The rainy season was at its height, rivers were flooded, swamps spread out for many miles. Nevertheless, with his lubra, Silver, he made  progress and eventually got to the Oenpelli Mission. He rested there for some days and then set off again. 

As far as can be ascertained, thje pair skirted the edge of the Arnhem Land Reserve and came round the head of Deaf Adder Creek. They then turned west of 'into sundown'. A great misfortune then befell them as Sam became almost blind. Nevertheless, they kept on going and the lubra led Sam at the end of a long stick. They swam flooded rivers. She fished and killed for him, and eventually they came out south of the Adelaide River Railway Station where Sam sent word to me that he was ready to start work.”44
Truly a remarkable story of devotion by both parties, one to his employer and the other to her spouse. Their expedition totalled well over 640 kilometres, after which they were transported to Alice Springs to be reunited with the Abbotts and the other staff. By March 1944. Sam had almost fully recovered his eyesight.

                                         ************************
From: “Goodnight, all about” 

by Hilda Abbott (NT Administrator’s wife)

Unpublished manuscript held by NT Library, Parliament House, Darwin NT.

Page 137: When there were corroborees and native dances by the jungle near the town none were fiercer performers than Sam. Naked but for a red handkerchief round his middle and slapping his lean thighs sharply, as he stamped and goose-stepped with the others shaking the earth, he was almost unrecognisable. He was one of the few remaining of 

[Page 138] the Larrakeyah tribe, to which old Billy [Shepherd] clung so tenaciously, in spite of his Malay blood. 

It amused us to see our gentle houseboy being so savage and, if he caught my eye during these stampings and barbarous ways, he could not help smiling. Sam was the greatest example of the primeval and civilised...

[Silver and Sam’s] prime treasure was a large photo-frame covered with shadow tissue, and Sam had a pocket-book in which he kept precious letters, a photograph of their dog and a snapshot of his sister, Polly [Dolly]. All our natives spoke of their aunts and cousins and sisters, although related only by willing adoption.
Northern Standard, Thursday April 17, 1930, p.4 - Billy on one occasion saved the life of the late Judge Herbert, then Government Resident, from a murderous attach made by a Chinese burglar. His son, Robert Shepherd, fought in the war, and came to Darwin afterwards with Billy Hughes military police armed with machine guns to mow down the Boshies en masse. But Shepherd recently has been unable to find employment so Government rations were issued to him. But here is the rub – his father, Billy Shepherd, is only given a small amount of his wages each pay day, the rest being paid into a trust account. Officialdom it is alleged, had the nerve to charge the rations issued to Bof Shepherd against Billy Shepherd's trust account, and allegedly without the consent of the father.

Townsville Daily Bullletin, Wednesday 2 November 1938, p.12

After more than thirty-five years of employment at Government House, Billy Shepherd, half-caste yardsman, is leaving his employment there, and looking for other work to do. Years ago, in South Australian days, when Billy was just a lad, he saved the life of the then Government Resident , Judge Herbert, who had been attacked by a demented Chinaman, armed with a long, curved knife. Billy tackled the intruder, empty-handed, and overpowered him. Judge Herbert fully appreciated Billy's courage, and put him on the staff of Government House for life, as some small appreciation of his services. Government residents came and went, and were changed to Administrators, but still Billy remained as yardsman at Government House, as much a part of the establishment as the front door, or the flag pole. Billy's wages of recent years, so he says, were about four. Out of that sum he provided for himself, his wife, his dead son's widow and four fatherless children. 

Billy's only son, Robert, killed by a fall from a cliff on New Year's Day, 1937, was one of the few half-castes who enlisted from the Territory, and who saw service during the great war...

Northern Standard, Thursday 16 September 1954, page 7.

Mr Jaffa Ah Mat, Mr Victor Williams, wife and family; Mrs Bardie Quall, husband and family; Mrs John Williams, husband and family; Lucy Mary and Rohona Ah Mat, Bertie and Keith Batcho, of Darwin, wish to sincerely thank all relatives, friends, and neighbours for their kind expressions of sympathy, floral tributes, cards and letters in their recent sad bereavement, in the loss of their wife and mother, Dedja Ah Mat. Please accept this as our personal thanks.
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9	5 Mr D R M Thompson, pers comm, 30 August 1993.


5	Mrs J S Friel, Pers Comm, 11 June 1992. Billy Shepherd's great-grandson was buried at Barunga.


6	Apparently a personal tragedy of some sort (Mr Bill Risk, Pers Comm, 17 March 1993), possibly the date of Ruby's death (Ms Irene Musk, Pers Comm, 17 March 1993).
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